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APA MN 2019 Conference 

Review and Highlights 

Over 380 planners joined us at Breezy Point Resort Sep­

tember 25-27, 2019 for our 2019 state planning confer­

ence "Planning Connects Minnesota." 

One of our state's great strengths is its economic diver­

sity, and this conference was a celebration of the im­

portance of planning in ensuring the continued strength 

of our cities, our small towns, our agricultural areas, and 

our natural resources and resort economy. 

Our keynote presenters exemplified the interconnected­

ness of our State's many systems. Jerry Hammer, Gen­

eral Manager of the "Great Minnesota Get Togeth-

er" (aka the State Fair) discussed the future of this be­

loved institution and Sarah Strommen, Commissioner of 

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources spoke 

about the important role nature and outdoor activity 

play in developing healthy communities and vibrant 

economies in both urban or rural areas. 

Our breakouts sessions featured diverse topics designed 

to help planners discover new and innovate strategies 

for enhancing their communities. We were fortunate to 

welcome APA's Region IV Representative Wendy 

Moeller, FAICP as a speaker this year. Wendy presented 

two very popular sessions. The first was an overview of 

APA's Planning Home Initiative and the second was a 

session on sign regulations Presentations are available 

on line at https://www.plannjngmn.org/ 

conference 2019. We hope you consider submitting a 

session for the 2020 conference taking place in Duluth, 

September 16-18, 2020. 

Our mobile tours celebrated both the outdoors and the 

resort economy. Tours included a historical walking 

Tour of Breezy Point Resort, an evening aboard the 

Breezy Belle paddleboat, a "project field walk" to discuss 

innovative strategies for safely incorporating non­

motorized elements into projects and a shoreland boat 

tour during which experts discussed the status of the 

S horeland Management Act that was implemented in 

1969. 

Another exciting highlight of this year's conference was 

a Thursday night BINGO game designed to raise funds 

for the Gunnar C. ls berg Scholarship Fund. It was an en­

tertaining evening and we raised over $1500 in support 

of our future planners. Special thanks to Chloe McGuire 

Brig I for being our "caller"! 

We would also like to congratulate the 2019 award win­

ners which are featured in this issue of Planning Minne­

sota. Special congratulations to Bill Weber for receiving 

the Lifetime Achievement Award and Corrin 

Hoegen Wendell for winning the Planner of the year 

award. 

Mark your calendars for the 2020 Planning Confer­

ence. We will be meeting September 16-1 8, 2020 at the 

Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. If you would 

like to get involved in the planning of that event, please 

contact Alec Henderson 

at ahenderson@cit:,,ofda:,,tonmn.com. 

Finally, thank you to all who attended this year's confer­

ence. Meeting in greater Minnesota helps keep us con­

nected with our planning peers from around the state 

and serves to unify and strengthen our profession. 

Thank you, 

Michael Healy and Marie Pflipsen 

2019 Conference Co-Chairs 

2019 APA MN Conference session presentations 

are now available on the chapter website: 

https://www.planningmn.org/conference 2019 

4 

https://www.planningmn.org/conference_2019
https://www.planningmn.org/conference_2019
mailto:ahenderson@cityofdaytonmn.com
https://www.planningmn.org/conference_2019


















• 

• 

• 











https://www.bolton-menk.com/books/parker/parker.html








http://www.106group.com/
http://www.lhbcorp.com/
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https://rcp.umn.edu/home/communities/apply-to-rcp
https://www.kimley-horn.com/


https://smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/safety-demonstration-projects-case-studies-from-durham-nc-huntsville-al-and-pittsburgh-pa/
https://www.tfah.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019ObesityReportFINAL-1.pdf
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/BuildingLocalStrengthFinal.pdf
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/BuildingLocalStrengthFinal.pdf
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/BuildingLocalStrengthFinal.pdf
https://efc.sog.unc.edu/sites/default/files/2019/NC%20Stormwater%20Landscape_Final%20Draft_0.pdf
http://www.srfconsulting.com/
http://www.hkgi.com/


https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/climate-vulnerable-populations-and-strategies-reduce-risk
http://palebluedot.llc/mpca-vulnerable-population-assessments
https://live-naacp-site.pantheonsite.io/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Our-Communities-Our-Power-TOOLKIT-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/docs/CrossSectorClimateandHealth.pdf
https://www.stantec.com/en
http://www.asakurarobinson.net/


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/10/climate/driving-emissions-map.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/09/10/what-are-the-factors-that-affect-learning-at-your-school/
https://www.betterenergy.org/
https://www.wsbeng.com/
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https://www.planningmn.org/view_job_postings
https://www.planningmn.org/view_rfp_postings
https://www.landform.net/
http://www.bolton-menk.com/

