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Patrick Boylan, AICP and Leila Bunge, AICP 
 

Over thirty people participated in APA MN’s 3rd annual 

Spring Workshop mobile walking tour on May 10
th
.  The 

weather was agreeable, the speakers were fantastic, and 

overall the event was a success! 

Attendees walked, talked, listened, and otherwise im-

mersed themselves fully into Bloomington’s South Loop 

District. Topics and lessons learned included: the chal-

lenges and opportunities that come with the proximity to a 

major destination (Mall of America) and an international 

airport; and the public and private sector speakers ad-

dressed how to best leverage benefits from four LRT sta-

tions.  The City has made great progress with the use of 

creative placemaking, which has transformed the South 

Loop physically, socially, and culturally, while preserving 

the adjacent national wildlife refuge.  

The program started at the AC Marriott Hotel and pro-

ceeded to existing and upcoming projects along Lindau 

Lane, including: Convergence sculpture, ARTBOX pro-

jects, IndiGO Apartments, Bloomington Central Park, 

and The Fenley. Along the way we heard about the city’s 

creative placemaking efforts to redevelop the South Loop 

as a walkable, transit-supportive neighborhood, while pro-

tecting the natural and cultural resources of the area. 

Many thanks to all the tour guides! We heard from Julie 

Farnham introducing the group to Bloomington’s South 

Loop District Plan, Ale Pelinka on Bloomington’s Place-

making accomplishments. Hotel developer Preston 

Loughheed and site manager Shane Christen-

son discussed the design, service and site of the AC Mar-

riott hotel. McGough developers Mark Fabel and Dave 

Higgins discussed current projects in the Bloomington 

Central Master Plan.  

After the tour, attendees socialized at Venn Brew-

ingconveniently located on the Blue Line at 46
th
 St. Sta-

tion. 

See Chapter site for more information about the 

event: http://www.planningmn.org/ 
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